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SENIOR SCHOOL COVID-19 POLICY  

MARCH 2021 

Overview 

Throughout the C-19 outbreak the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) has been working closely with a 

number of agencies and organisations including AGBIS, GSA, ISC, IAPS, BSA, PHE and the Apples 

Medical Centre. Leweston has adopted the BSA COVID-Safe Charter and is committed to delivering the 

principles detailed therein, a copy can be viewed at https://www.leweston.co.uk/information/covid-19-

updates/ 

Our plans will remain under constant review to meet future Government directives. 

We will continue to prioritise the fullest possible reopening of the school whilst ensuring the health 

and safety of our pupils, staff, parents and wider community.  

No approach can guarantee absolute protection, and ‘perfect’ social distancing is impossible to achieve 

in a school environment. We will work hard to provide an experience that is as close to normal as 

possible, placing both the physical and mental health of our community at its core, whilst complying 

with Government guidance. 

The focus of our approach is to provide a broad and comprehensive education for each student whilst 

reducing, as far as possible, the number of different people they will come in to close contact with 

during the day.  

School Policy relating to COVID and testing 

Boarders 

All boarders with consent will be tested initially 3 times, once prior to arrival and entering the boarding 

house, with subsequent tests following within their year group bubble. Boarding Staff will arrange 

testing slots. 

Parents must wait in their cars for the duration of the test duration and results, this will be 

approximately 40 minutes.  There is no parental access to school or the boarding houses. 

After their initial 3 tests boarders will be required to test twice weekly at the school Testing Centre.  

All International boarders will be required to quarantine as per the current Government guidelines.  

Boarding staff will oversee arrangements.  

Contact details for NHS Track and Trace will be the boarding mobile telephone number and school 

address.

https://www.leweston.co.uk/information/covid-19-updates/
https://www.leweston.co.uk/information/covid-19-updates/
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Day Pupils 

All day pupils with consent will have three tests on return to school. No booking is required. 

Testing at school is an asymptomatic testing service only.  Parents will be notified if their child has a 

positive test result and will be asked to collect them immediately. 

Pupils displaying symptoms of COVID-19 should not attend school. They should seek NHS COVID 

advice.  Parents must inform if their child is symptomatic 

Staff 

All staff will be invited to test twice weekly from their return –appointments should be booked 

through the link provided. 

This is a live document and reflects the Testing Centre’s opening times which will vary day to day.  It is 

not possible to book slots outside of this time. Staff should contact the School Secretary if they need 

advice on booking. Staff must take responsibility for ensuring that they have regular test times. 

Testing is not a compulsory and is done on a voluntary basis. 

Consent 

All staff on booking their appointment are consenting to a self-administered test. Pupils under 16 

require parental consent as per Government guidelines. The form to do this is available on the Parent 

Portal.   Pupils over the age of 16 can complete their own consent.  Please contact the School Secretary 

if you need support. 

Non Consenting Individuals 

As per Government guidelines, all pupils and staff are welcome to attend school without a test.  Over 

16s can make this decision for themselves. 

Testing is a non-compulsory service however, the school regards the testing process as a positive step 

in keeping our whole community safe.  If there is a positive case in a student bubble pupils will be 

expected to isolate for 10 days as per Government guidelines. 

Positive Case 

In the event of a positive case, the individual will be immediately identified by the testing team and 

quarantined in the Sherringham Room. The Testing Centre will ask the School Secretary to arrange 

collection. Day pupils must be collected immediately and advice will be provided on the current NHS 

guidelines and isolation. 

Boarders will quarantine in isolation rooms. The Testing Centre will contact the boarding mobile to 

make arrangements which boarding will communicate to the parent or guardian. The Health Centre 

will follow NHS guidelines. 

Staff testing positive will be isolated in the Sherringham Room before having to return home 

immediately and follow NHS guidelines.  The School Secretary will be informed.  

SLT will be kept informed in the event of any staff and pupils testing positive. SLT will inform the 

Department for Education, in their absence this action will be taken by the Health Centre. 

https://leweston-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/personal/thornec_leweston_dorset_sch_uk/_layouts/15/doc2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B3C1213ED-20DD-417B-B3B5-31A3E2E5026A%7D&file=Covid%20Test%20Booking.xlsx&wdOrigin=OFFICECOM-WEB.MAIN.MRU&ct=1610014006656&action=default&mobileredirect=true&cid=2ade8080-0df7-4d1b-9700-64a5ee451b6a
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Peripatetic, Exam Invigilators and Visiting Staff 

All individuals will be advised of our Testing Centre and offered the service.  The relevant Head of 

Department will notify them of this option and individuals can book through School Secretary. They do 

not need to test at Leweston if they are regularly testing at another school.  Individual should consult 

current school testing site times. 

Bubble 

All year groups will continue to operate in their school bubbles until such a time as this system is not 

required. 

In the event of a positive case, immediate identification will be made of those pupils and/or staff who 

have been in less than 2 m distance and more than 15 minutes or as advised by Public Health England.    

This group will be asked to go straight home or be isolated in boarding. The COVID Manager, Health 

Centre and Deputy Head will identify contacts.    

Identified individuals must isolate at home for 10 days; should they develop symptoms during this time 

they will need request a PCR test and follow NHS guidelines.  If an individual obtains a negative result 

from a PCR test they can return to school.  The School Secretary should be informed of results and 

details of return. 

Face Shields 

It is mandatory that all staff and pupils wear a face mask as per guidelines set out by the government 

in public areas. This includes classrooms where 2m social distance cannot be observed. 

The Testing Centre 

The Testing Centre is located in the Manor House, with access through the Eleanor Library external 

fire doors. 

• Staff should arrive in their allocated time slot where there is a demonstration video of the 

testing procedure. 

• Pupils will arrive as a tutor group as per the Deputy Head’s timetable. 

• Staff will register. 

• Pupils will receive a registration card. The School Secretary will prepare the registration cards 

and pass them to the Testing Centre daily.  

• The individual will administer their test.  

• After test has taken place the individual will be required to wait for 30 minutes.  This cannot 

be adjusted. Individuals will simultaneously receive results through NHS Test and Trace to the 

mobile number given at registration. 

• Pupils will be required to wait in the Black and White Halls on yellow markers until directed to 

return to school. 

• Pupils with negative results will return to class with their form tutor. 

• Staff will be required to wait in the Black and White Halls on yellow markers for the time as 

directed by the processor. 

Any pupil or staff member testing positive through an NHS external option, should notify either the 

Prep or Senior School Secretary. SLT will delegate staff to follow the procedure to identify contacts.  

See section under ‘Bubble’. 
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Testing team 

Full guidance and training has been given to the testing team via Government instructions and 

platform. 

All relevant procedures are in place including cleaning, PPE, administration and a full risk assessment 

has been completed. 

For opening hours please see the booking link provided above. 

Government Guidelines 

It is still a requirement to follow existing guidelines laid out by government relevant to schools. These 

include Hand, Space, Face, Ventilation 

School one way policies and social distancing arrangements must be adhered to. Facial coverings 

must be worn in public places. 

All government guidelines will be followed at all times e.g. ventilation and groups. 

Should you have any concerns please contact our COVID-19 Manager via 

cliffordj@leweston.dorset.sch.uk. 

If you have any health queries please contact healthc@leweston.dorset.sch.uk. 

 

mailto:cliffordj@leweston.dorset.sch.uk
mailto:healthc@leweston.dorset.sch.uk

