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Welcome Back!

• We are utterly committed to enabling all children to return to 
school, whilst keeping pupils, staff, parents and our 
community safe. 

• It is imperative that every member of our community follows 
the guidance fully, so that we can remain open. 



Illness

• If you, or any member of your family display COVID symptoms, you must all self-isolate and 
arrange a PCR test at the earliest available time, or continue to self-isolate for ten days. 

• Please call Mrs Gillett before 8.30am if your child will be staying home unwell. We will ask 
about symptoms. 

• If your child has displayed COVID symptoms, we will ask you to get them tested before they 
will be able to return to school. 

• If your child is away from school self-isolating, whilst the class remain at school, we will send 
home some work and will signpost national online lessons, but full online learning will not be 
available. 

• If any child or member of staff develops symptoms in school, they will be sent home and 
asked to take a test. If the test returns positive, the whole class will need to isolate for 10 
days. If the test returns negative they will be able to return to school. 

(In this scenario, we would transfer to providing whole-class online learning throughout the 
period of isolation)

• Any child or staff member who develops symptoms at school will be moved to an isolation 
room in the Health Centre. We will phone and ask you to collect your child directly from 
there. PPE will be worn by all staff who come into contact with a child with symptoms. 



What will the school hours be? 

Morning drop-off

• Pre-Prep (R – Y2) Between 8am and 8.20am       

• Prep (Y3 – 6) Between 8am and 8.10am 

Afternoon collection

• Pre-Prep (R - Y2) 4.25pm          Prep (Y3 - 6)4.15pm

After-School

• After-school care and activities will run, with no flexible 
collection. Collection is at; 

• Pre-Prep (R – Y2) 5.40pm        Prep (Y3 – 6) 5.45pm  



Where do I drop off  and pick up? 

Pre-Prep

• All drop-off and collection will be via the drive-through at the 
Pre-Prep garden gate. Please queue here in your car. 

Prep

• All drop-off and collection will be at the front of the Padua 
building. Please queue here in your car and do not park. 

Handwashing stations are positioned at each entrance and 
children must wash their hands before entering the buildings.    

We need to limit adult contact, so all teaching staff will be contactable via 
phone, email and Zoom, rather than at drop-off. 



Safety at drop-off  and pick-up

• Please can we remind you that if you are dropping or picking up from the Prep, 
you must not over take a car that is also dropping off or picking up. 

• There must only be a single line of cars, dropping one behind the other. We have 
to be strict with this as it is a safety measure put in place to stop children from 
being injured as they get in or out of cars. 

• In the mornings, we open the doors at 8am and we always aim to do this as 
promptly as possible. 

• Please do not allow your child out of your car until a member of staff has arrived 
outside the Padua building ready to receive them, as we cannot ensure safety 
before the area is supervised. 

• Please can we also remind you that you must drop your child at the dedicated
drop off zone; this maintains our secure bubbles, and also ensures your child’s 
safety, as other areas are not supervised. Please do not drop Prep children at Pre-
Prep or vice versa, or at any point between the two allocated areas. 



Will the children be in class ‘bubbles’?

• We will continue to run ‘key-stage’ bubbles. The Pre-Prep (YR 
– Y2) will be one bubble and the Prep (Y3 – Y6) will be 
another. 

• The two bubbles will not come into contact with each other 
during the school day. 

• The pupils will be taught in their own classrooms as much as 
possible, but will still use the school site for PE, Forest School 
etc

• These larger bubbles enable us to provide a normal timetable 
for all pupils. 



Will we wear school uniform? 

• All pupils should return to school in normal uniform 

• There is no longer any need to wash this more frequently than 
normal, or at higher temperatures. 

• Your child must wear sports kit to school on all days that they 
will have sport. 

• Pupils will, clearly, have to change for swimming, but this will 
be done in accordance with all the COVID-safe pool 
regulations

• No child should wear a mask during the school day



What equipment will my child need? 

• Your child should only bring essential equipment to school. 

• They will need to bring a clear plastic wallet with pens, pencils, glue, 
scissors, rubber and sharpener. This will stay at school for your child’s 
exclusive use. 

• Your child should bring their wellies and waterproofs on the first day back, 
and then leave these at school until Easter

• Your child can bring their coat, water bottle and their book bag (Pre-Prep) 
with any reading books. Older pupils should carry their books in their 
hands. 

• Your child must not bring a kit bag, rucksack or any non-essential items.

• Your child should only bring their swimming kit in on their specific 
swimming day.

• At this time, parents are not allowed on site, so you will not be able to 
drop-in belongings later in the day if they are forgotten. This may change 
when the public lockdown allows. 



Will there be school transport? 

• The school buses will run as normal 

• All pupils must wear a face covering whilst on the school bus

• Hand-sanitiser will be provided on entering and leaving the 
bus

• The buses will be cleaned more frequently, and more 
thoroughly. 

School transport must be booked directly with Vectare. 



Lateral flow testing

• Children of primary school age are not expected to 
participate in testing routines, and will not be offered 
a test. 

• All staff at Leweston are offered two lateral flow tests 
each week, which are administered in our on-site 
testing facility. 

• Our testing facility is used only by staff and Senior 
school pupils who are not symptomatic – anyone 
with symptoms must go for a PCR test at a local 
testing centre. 



What about school trips, visits and 

assemblies? 

• We will endeavour to take pupils on school trips, conducting a 
comprehensive analysis of COVID risks before booking any 
excursion. 

• We will continue to welcome educational visitors to the 
school, but they will wear face coverings and remain at social 
distance at all times. 

• Our assemblies and a weekly service, in place of Mass, will 
continue to be held virtually (via Zoom) until such time as 
large gatherings are permitted. Classes will continue to watch 
these in their own classrooms. 



How will my child catch-up? 

• We are conscious that some children found home-learning challenging, and we 
will be doing all we can to support all children in their academic progress.

• We will be re-assessing pupil understanding in the first 3 weeks after return, 
through our normal processes of in-class teacher assessment. 

• Each class will continue to have 3 specific ‘post-teach’ lessons per week in which 
the pupils themselves, or the teachers, can nominate to go over specific learning, 
and fill in gaps in a small group, teacher-led session. 

• We will be running an even greater number of specific intervention groups for 
distinct skills, such as mental maths, times tables, spelling and handwriting. 

• If we feel that your child has been particularly disadvantaged academically during 
the lockdown, we will speak with you about the necessary individual support 
needed. 

• I would like to reassure you that, whilst the narrative of the need for ‘catch-up’ 
prevails, all children are in the same position, and we found that lost content was 
quickly made up following the last lockdown. The need for social interaction and 
mental health support is far greater. 



What if  my child is worried or 

struggling with their mental health? 

• Our PSHE scheme covers emotions and provides strategies for managing anxiety, 
anger etc. 

• Pupils need to be given increased opportunities to socialise and interact, so we will 
be building additional group-work into our lessons.

• Miss Bartlett will continue to run 1-1 ‘mental health first-aid’ sessions. Teachers 
nominate pupils for these sessions, so please do contact your child’s teacher if you 
feel they would benefit. 

• We will be reinstating a programme of taught playground games to support the 
children in learning how to play alongside each other again. 

• Class teachers will be carefully monitoring the well-being of all pupils and will 
adapt their timetable if it is felt that pupils need more time to process their 
feelings or to reinstate missing social skills. 

• We can recommend a fantastic family counsellor if you feel that your child would 
benefit from extra support in processing their experiences during lockdown. 



Other questions

• Can my child bring cake to school for their birthday? 

• We can continue to allow pupils to bring cakes to share, as long as these are 
individual (Not one large cake to cut) and shop-bought. 

• What will the after-school activities be? 

• These will be those which were published over the Christmas holiday, for 
which you signed up on the parent portal. Paid activities won’t happen, apart 
from Textiles, as we cannot yet have external coaches back in. 

• Will there be a change to term dates? 

• We do not anticipate that we will change term dates at this time. 

• Will there be holiday clubs or summer school? 

• We strongly believe that our children need increased chances to interact 
socially, rather than additional time for formal learning. We very much hope 
to run holiday clubs at Easter, half-term and in the Summer, but it is unlikely 
that these will include formalised teaching. 


