
LEWESTON 
NURSERY



WELCOME 
At Leweston Nursery our aim is to nurture, care 
for and develop the potential of your child, 
encouraging them to delight in discovery as well 
as in their own increasing knowledge.

We lay the foundations upon which our children 
build their school career, and indeed, their adult life. 
We are committed to supporting and encouraging 
your child’s development, providing our pupils with 
the very best possible start. In 2018 we were 
awarded ‘Outstanding’ in all areas by Ofsted.

We are always busy in every corner of the Nursery! 
The children learn through cross-curricular themes 
and activities that are designed to follow their 
interests and challenge each child to progress onto 
the next step in their development. Learning and 
development opportunities are meticulously 
planned to ensure that every child gets the very best 
provision, right from the earliest months of their 
lives. Our highly qualified and passionate staff track 
the children’s development and skilfully match 
activities in the provision to extend, delight and 
engage each and every one of them.

We hold high expectations for our children and 
place a great emphasis on the development of the 
core skills in personal, social, emotional and physical 
development and communication and language.
As the children grow, a wide range of opportunities 
for exploration in Maths, Literacy, Understanding the 
World and Expressive Arts and Design are added, so 
that every child has the best possible opportunities 
for learning in every area.

We recognise that children need adults to scaffold 
their learning wherever possible, so we run an 
enhanced ratio, meaning that we provide additional 
adults in every unit as often as possible, which 
enables us to provide truly exceptional care and 
early education.

From the age of 3 and a half, the children benefit 
hugely from our enhanced curriculum. We have 
Music, PE, French, Spanish and swimming lessons 
with subject specialists. In addition to this the 
children have Forest School activity sessions and get 
to try new activities such as gardening, cookery and 
animal care. We also benefit greatly from the use of 
whole school facilities for swimming and PE, and 
enjoy all our meals, prepared by a team of chefs, in 
the beautiful dining room. Our children also enjoy 
the huge benefits of our beautiful site, complete 
with forest areas, a balancing course, over 46 acres 
of space and a fully enclosed, secure Nursery garden. 
We go out for a walk every day, watching the 
seasons and our glorious environment change 
before our eyes.

You are warmly invited to visit our Nursery and see 
how happy the children are for yourself. Do request 
a prospectus or book a personal tour. We look 
forward to meeting you.

Alanda Phillips, Head of Prep and Early Years
BA (Hons), MA (Ed), PGCE, PGCE Ed Lead. 



THE NURSERY DAY
12.00noon – Lunchtime. Every child, and all the staff, eat 
together, in a ‘family meal-time’ style. The menu changes 
often and is published on our website, and all dietary 
requirements can be catered for.

12.30pm – After lunch, many children sleep in our 
beautiful sleep space. This room, complete with twinkly 
fairy lights and relaxing music, is the perfect place to 
ensure your child gets high-quality sleep during their 
Nursery day. We work to your routine, following any 
guidelines you wish, with regard to routines and sleep 
patterns.

For those who do not nap, the activities downstairs 
continue, with a host of opportunities for messy play, 
exploration, art and craft, and construction, regularly 
replenished throughout the day.

2.00pm – Afternoon snack, which is normally crumpets, 
houmous and vegetables, muffins or similar items.

During the afternoon, all the children go out for a walk 
for at least thirty minutes, around our beautiful grounds. 
They may visit the kitchen to do some cookery, use 
equipment in the garden to build an obstacle course, or 
put on a puppet show in our yurt.

4.30pm – Supper is served in the dining room, in the 
same style as lunch.

5.00pm – The children return to the Nursery to tidy up, 
clear away in the garden and prepare for collection.

6.00pm – Nursery closes for the day.

Drop off and collection times are entirely flexible, so that 
you can arrange to fit around your commitments, but the 
session charges are fixed.

Your child will be based in one of our four units;

Babies (3 months–2 years)

Toddlers (2-3 years)

Transition 1 (3-4 years)

Transition 2 (Pre-school year)

Each unit has a specific Room Leader, and your child will 
be assigned a key worker, who will be your first port of call 
in the Nursery. However, at Leweston, our staff work 
closely with all children and your child will form strong 
bonds with every member of our team. We deliberately 
nurture these relationships so that your child can always 
feel happy and confident at Nursery, no matter which 
members of staff they may be with.

A normal days runs like this;

7.30am - Breakfast Club for those who opt in to this 
additional service

8.00am – The Nursery opens and children start to arrive

8.00am-10.00am – Morning activities will include a 
range of indoor and outdoor provision, with continual 
free-flow access. Small groups may participate in circle 
time, or adult led activities, or come together for Phonics, 
music, rhymes and number play.

10.00am – Morning snack, which is normally fruit, rice 
cakes, cheese straws or similar items.

The children all drink plenty of water, or milk, with their 
snacks, and are encouraged to drink regularly throughout 
the day.

10.30am – Activities continue, indoors and out, whatever 
the weather!



WHY LEWESTON
NURSERY
More staff

We go beyond the government appointed staff to child 
ratio because we recognise that the presence of a skilled 
adult can have the greatest impact upon child 
development. We call this our ‘Enhanced Ratio’.

More space

With 46 acres of private countryside, an enormous 
enclosed Nursery garden and designated Forest School 
sessions, our children have exceptional access to the 
outdoors and all the space that they need to grow and 
develop.

More opportunity

All the children benefit from a host of activities every 
day, including Phonics and early Mathematical work 
and, from the age of 3 and a half, children participate in 
PE, Music, French and Spanish and Forest School with 
subject specialists and have weekly swimming lessons.

More information

Our online learning journal and daily record books 
ensure that you are fully informed about every aspect of 
your child’s development and all that they have done at 
Nursery.

More skilled

Our staff are highly qualified and exceptionally skilled in 
bringing the best out of every child. We have a qualified 
teacher who works with the Transition class and two of 
our Early Years Practitioners are qualified to degree level, 
with two more completing their degrees alongside 
work.

More confidence

Awarded ‘Outstanding’ in all areas in our Early Years 
Foundation Stage Ofsted Inspection in 2018.

A WIDER 
CURRICULUM
The broad and exciting curriculum focuses on the 
development of key learning skills and interaction with 
real experiences, ensuring that children have the 
competencies and knowledge they need to succeed in 
their school careers.

In our happy, nurturing environment the children 
benefit, not only from sessions with specialist 
teachers, but also from the extensive grounds at 
Leweston, allowing for regular welly walks, nature 
rambles, wildlife observation and planting and 
gardening. Children in the Nursery also have the 
opportunity to take part in Forest School projects, 
providing positive outdoor experiences that 
encourage and inspire your childto reach their full 
potential.

With a strong emphasis on the importance of real 
life experience, and hands-on learning, much of the 
learning takes place outside, exploring the seasons and 
learning about our world as it changes before our very 
eyes. 

Children from our Nursery progress into the Reception 
class settled and prepared to succeed, continuing in 
a consistent and familiar environment as they move 
through their school career.

Leweston Nursery follows the statutory Early Years 
Foundation Stage curriculum, which is based on the 
three prime areas of learning, and the four specific areas.

These are:

Specific Areas
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design
• ICT

Prime Areas
• Personal and Social Development
• Communication and Language
• Physical Development

Our Nursery cohort 2019 (Reception 
entry 2020) outperformed national 
expectations in all areas for the fourth 
year running. 



SPECIFIC AREAS
Literacy - Reading

The Nursery is a literacy-rich environment, with an 
ever-changing supply of books to appeal to the children’s 
current interests and reflect our themes. Systematic daily 
phonics teaching, using the top UK phonics scheme: Read, 
Write, Inc, ensures that all children become familiar with 
letter sounds before they reach school age. Young children 
have to be surrounded with high quality books from the 
youngest age in order to build their desire to read and 
write. Our staff work hard to pass on a passion and 
enthusiasm for stories andthe written word.

Each day is interspersed with story time, both individually 
and in groups, which encourages the children to develop a 
positive view of literature and also exposes them to 
constant examples of the ways in which our language 
works, and storytelling happens. Children are taught to 
discuss books and engage with them deeply, thinking 
about what words mean, recalling storylines and relating 
what they have read to their own experiences.

Literacy - Writing

Throughout the year, children will experiment with writing 
for a variety of purposes. In the early stages we encourage 
children to explore different ways of making marks, and 
we slowly develop their ability to attribute meaning to 
the marks that they make. It is important that the children 
learn to hold a pencil and we place a great emphasis on 
developing the fine motor control that will enable them 
to grip a pencil effectively, apply pressure to the page and 
eventually develop neat handwriting.

Children are given the opportunity to write the letters that 
they learn in a wide variety of ways; marking them in 
shaving foam and sand, drawing them in the air, sticking 
paper in the correct shape etc, all designed to show the

children just how fun writing can be! 

Mathematics

At Leweston we understand that mathematical confidence 
and a strong understanding of the way in which numbers 
work underpins a world of later learning. It is upon this 
understanding that the mathematical activities in the 
Nursery are based. Children are exposed to the vocabulary 
of mathematics and encouraged to play with numbers 
throughout their school day. When children view numbers 
as an integral part of the world that they inhabit every day 
they are able to tackle later maths with increased 
confidence and ease. So many children develop a fear of 
maths in later life, but with the skills of counting, number 
recognition and shape work/sorting introduced early we 
aim to avoid any such problems.

Expressive Arts & Design

This area of learning includes art, music, dance, role-play, 
imaginative play and drama.

Each Nursery unit has a role play area, which is changed 
regularly to reflect the changing themes. There are a wide 
selection of dressing up clothes, and flexible resources 
which the children can interpret as they wish, in order to 
encourage imaginative play. There is also much provision 
for role-play in our outdoor area, encouraging the children 
to engage in these play forms when outdoors just as much 
as they do inside.

The children have music sessions in which they are 
encouraged to sing and dance, explore pitch, rhythm and 
sound, and they also have the opportunity to explore a 
variety of musical instruments.

The creative areas in the Nursery are exceptionally well 

resourced, with free access to art supplies, junk materials 
and a wide variety of crafts are introduced by adults. The 
children are encouraged to express themselves creatively
in their play, and directed tasks are designed to introduce 
the children to new artistic techniques and mediums.
The Nursery children are all involved in the annual 
Christmas Nativity production, with one Nativity for the 
Babies and Toddlers and another for the Transition Class 
children who join their older counterparts.

Understanding the World

Young children develop ideas that will form the basis 
of future learning (history, geography, science, design 
& technology) by exploring their environment and the 
world around them. We use regularly changing themes 
to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding. 
The themes are chosen to reflect the children’s current 
interests, by observing themes in play, and asking them to 
consider the things that they would like to learn.

Encouraging young children to take an active role in their 
learning in this manner ensures the highest levels of 
involvement in their activities.

We give the children opportunities to talk about where 
they live, their environment, their families and events in 
their own lives. They have hands on experiences such as 
cooking, playing in the sand and water trays, going on 
school trips and visiting the forest school area. Our 
gardening sessions are key in the development of the 
children’s understanding of the world, as are our daily 
discovery questions, which are identified in discussion 
with the children. We also have 2 rabbits and 3 guinea 
pigs; learning to care for these animals is a crucial learning 
experience.

ICT

The children have regular access to the classroom 
computers and interactive whiteboard, enabling them to 
develop simple ICT skills, such as mouse control, using the 
keyboard and using simple graphics programs and games.
The children are also introduced to a wider range of 
information technology, from operating the CD player 
and battery operated toys, to using digital cameras and 
Dictaphones.



OUTSTANDING
CARE AND 
ATTENTION
We run an enhanced ratio, so we always aim to have 
additional adults to work with the children across the 
Nursery. 

We appreciate that high-quality adult interaction has 
the most profound impact on children’s development. 
With our qualified Nursery teacher and Early Years 
expert Head, the staff receive continual training and 
development opportunities to ensure that every aspect 
of our provision is outstanding. 

The high staffing levels mean that we are also able to 
take all the necessary time to handover details to 
parents and to settle each child into their Nursery 
routine smoothly. We are able to mirror the routines that 
you have at home, with fully flexible sleep times in our 
specifically designed sleep-room, ensuring stability and 
consistency between home and Nursery.

PRIME AREAS
Personal and Social Development

All children are encouraged to develop to the best of their 
own ability, to be proud of their strengths and work to 
overcome difficulties. We aim to foster an attitude of caring 
for others and their own environment, with much emphasis 
placed upon the development of social skills.
During the day they may work in small groups or 
independently, learning to share and take turns. Children are 
expected to be polite and considerate at all times.

Communication and Language

We encourage the development of speaking and listening 
skills through a variety of activities, including circle time, 
adult interaction and show-and-tell. Opportunities are given 
for children to develop vocabulary, expression and fluency 
through role play, story time and speech and drama, often 
based around our learning themes. Our high staff to child 
ratios mean that all children are able to benefit from high

quality interactions with staff, enabling the children to 
develop their understanding of language and conversation. 

Physical Development

Physical development is about improving skills of co-
ordination, control, manipulation and movement in both 
fine and gross motor activities. Our youngest children 
develop their physical skills through a host of carefully 
planned activities with their key workers and other staff, 
focussing on ensuring that every necessary opportunity is 
provided. The older children have a distinct PE session each 
week with a specialist teacher, in addition to daily walks, 
playtime on the climbing and balancing equipment and 
they receive swimming tuition from specialist coaches, in 
our wonderful on-site swimming pool. Within the classroom 
setting we provide a wide variety of experiences to develop 
their fine motor skills, for example, cutting, sticking, 
threading, pencil control, play dough, sand and water play.



FOREST 
SCHOOL
Leweston Prep has been an accredited Forest School 
since September 2017 which enables us to offer a host 
of outdoor opportunities to the children which benefit 
every area of the curriculum.

We have a large area of designated woodland, called ‘The 
Enchanted Wood’ which we use for our Forest School 
sessions. The wood has two clearings with log seating 
circles and fire pits. In one of the clearings we have our full 
outdoor classroom, with an all-weather awning, a storage 
area and sufficient seating for a whole class.

The possibilities in the Forest School sessions are endless, 
but the benefits remain the same. Children learn to work 
as part of a team, to solve problems and adapt their ideas, 
to interact with the world around them and to approach 
challenges logically. These ‘soft-skills’ are those that will 
be transferable and beneficial throughout the rest of their 
lives.

Additionally, Forest School enables staff to view the 
children in new ways. Providing an additional insight into 
what motivates them and how their minds work. Fresh air 
and exercise are indeed a part of the principle, but Forest 
School offers much more to our children and it is firmly at 
the heart of Leweston Nursery.

The sessions take place in all weather, from snow to sun, so 
it is crucial that all children have full kit for each lesson. As 
in the education of Norwegian children, our philosophy is 
that there is no such thing as the wrong weather, only the 
wrong clothing.

The sessions take place in all weather, from snow to sun, so 
it is crucial that all children have full kit for each lesson. As 
in the education of Norwegian children, our philosophy is 
that there is no such thing as the wrong weather, only the 
wrong clothing.

TRACKING 
LEARNING

The children’s progress is monitored and recorded in 
Learning Journey folders and in our online Tapestry 
system. Parents can log-in to the Tapestry system and see 
photos and videos of what their child has been doing on a 
daily basis. Staff are also on hand to discuss developments 
and the tailoring of the learning to meet individual needs.

With our enhanced adult to child ratio, differentiation is 
key, and class teachers identify each child’s next steps and 
endeavour to offer all the opportunities to help each child 
make confident strides of progress.

We also track all children, throughout their time in the 
Nursery, against the National ‘Development Matters’ 
documents, ensuring that all areas of development are 
addressed and extended. This tracking is passed on 
when your child starts school in order to ensure that the 
children make the smoothest possible transition into 
their formal schooling.



KEEPING YOU 
INFORMED
Regular Letters

Regular letters to parents detail the activities in the Nursery, 
encouraging discussion about the learning and events 
between parents and children to further extend the 
educational potential. The letters are always full of photos 
and details of the activities that have taken place in your 
child’s unit, providing an additional glimpse of their Nursery 
day.

Learning Journals at Home

Your child will bring their Learning Journal folder home to 
share with you regularly. We also welcome your 
contributions to their journals, and you will be provided 
with slips to inform us about activities and developments 
observed at home. We also invite parents into Nursery to 
look at their children’s records.

Your regular contributions to the Tapestry system are 
hugely valued; you can like and comment on observations 
and add your own photos and videos.

Every Day

Our exceptional level of care and dedication to parent 
contact mean that there are numerous opportunities for 
information to be shared between parents and 
practitioners. You will be able to speak to staff directly at 
the start and end of every session and you will also find a 
home-school book in your child’s book-bag or kit bag, in 
which we will write any important information about your 
child’s day and you can write messages to us.

If there is anything that you forgot to mention during the 
Nursery day, staff are contactable by email at all times, 
or by phone if you are happy to leave a message (01963 
211042) and will endeavour to get back to you as soon as 
possible. We also offer regular parent consultation 
evenings, so that you are able to make regular 
appointments to come in and discuss your child’s progress. JOINING THE 

NURSERY
All families interested in joining Leweston Nursery 
are encouraged to visit the school to meet the Head of 
Prep to discuss their child’s needs, have a tour of the 
nursery and grounds and meet the children and staff.

Visits can be arranged through the School’s Admissions 
team on 01963 211010 or by emailing 
admissions@leweston.dorset.sch.uk. They can answer any 
questions you may have, send you a prospectus and 
arrange a convenient time for you to visit.

Leweston is a popular Nursery and some of the sessions 
and contract options are subject to waiting lists. The 
Admissions Team will talk you through this when you call.
is outstanding. 

Registration

Registration is the first step of the admissions process and 
it secures a place for your child. To register, parents 
complete a Registration Form and pay a non-refundable 
fee of £75. It is particularly important for those sessions 
and contracts that are on waiting list.

Settling-In Sessions

Children joining the Nursery have three settling-in sessions 
– the first one is an hour long and you stay with them, then 
they have a 2 hour session without family and then a
3 hour session, again without family. All settling sessions 
are free. At each one your child will be greeted by the 
Nursery staff and follow the Nursery timetable. The staff 
will keep a close eye on them and will give you feedback at 
the end of the session as to how they have got on. A place 
is offered following your child’s settling in session in the 
Nursery.

Offer and Acceptance

If a place is available and the settling-in sessions have 
gone well a formal offer is made. To accept the offer we ask 
you to pay a deposit and sign the parent contract which 
guarantees the place. A New Pupil Pack will then be sent 
to you and a start date is agreed. New starters are asked 
to join at either the start of term or half term to ensure a 
smooth transition.



SESSION TIMES 
AND FEES

We know that different families need 
different types of childcare and we offer 
a range of different sessions and 
contracts to help you find the best 
package for you.

Leweston Nursery offers 30 hours of 
government funding to eligible families 
and accepts a number of different 
childcare vouchers providers.

Breakfast Club

Toast, cereal and fruit are served in the 
Nursery from 07.30-08.00. The breakfast 
club is available to children from 0-8 years 
old.

Full-time contract

Full-time contracts are based on 50 weeks 
a year and offer a choice of sessions: 8am 
to 1pm, 1pm to 6pm or 8am to 6pm. 
Parents of children aged 3 and 4 who are 
eligible for Government funding may use 
the allocated 38 weeks per year of funding 
over the 50 weeks to facilitate invoicing. 
The government funded sessions are 
between 8am to 12 noon within the 
morning session and from 1pm to 5pm 
with the afternoon session. A charge of 
95p per funded hour is made to cover 
food and other consumables. 

Full-time Session Fees:

Breakfast Club
7.30am to 8am    £5.10

Up to 1 year old (own food):

Full day
8am to 6pm    £53.00

Half day
8am to 1pm or 1pm to 6pm  £28.90

Over 1 year old (inc. food):

Full day
8am to 6pm    £55.00

Half day
8am to 1pm or 1pm to 6pm  £31.20 

Additional sessions:

Additional ad hoc sessions can be booked 
subject to availability via email to Alanda 
Phillips or Louise Gillett. The additional ad 
hoc session charges are:

Full day
8am to 6pm    £57.50

Half day
8am to 1pm or 1pm to 6pm  £33.40

Term-time contract

Term-time contracts are based on 39 
weeks a year and offer a choice of sessions: 
8.15am to 1pm, 1pm to 4.20pm or 8am to 
6pm. Once again, parents of children aged 
3 and 4 who are eligible for Government 
funding may use the allocated 38 weeks 
per year of funding over the 39 weeks. The 
government funded sessions are between 
8am to 12 noon within the morning 
session and from 1pm to 5pm within the 
afternoon session. A charge of 95p per 
funded hour is made to cover food and 
other consumables.

Term-time Contract Session Fees:

Breakfast Club
7.30am to 8am    £4.50

Up to 1 year old (own food):

Full day
8.15am to 4.20pm   £44.00

Half day
8.15am to 1pm    £28.50

Half day
1pm to 4.20pm    £21.00

Over 1 year old (inc. food):

Full day
8.15am to 4.20pm   £46.50

Half day
8.15am to 1pm    £29.30

Half day
1pm to 4.20pm    £22.50

Food funding charge 
£1.30 per funded hour

In all cases Leweston Nursery requires a child 
to attend a minimum of two sessions per 
week to support their familiarisation with 
their surroundings. This can be either one 
whole, or two half days.

A late collection fee of £10 will be charged 
for every 15 minutes beyond the end of the 
booked session that a child remains 
uncollected in Nursery. This is to support the 
costs of maintaining the correct staff ratios.

Shutdown Weeks and Closed 
Periods:

The Nursery typically closes from the last 
working day before Christmas until 2 
January. There is also a closure week during 
over Easter to support staff training.
In addition, the Nursery will close for all Bank 
Holidays that fall outside of school term 
time.



AQUATOTS
Aquatots is a pool based parent and toddler group 
for children from 3 months to 3 years. It takes 
place every Wednesday from 10.00am-10.45am at 
the Leweston School Pool during term time.

The Aquatots group will introduce your baby to 
swimming through play and helps build water 
confidence in a fun and friendly environment. 
Sessions cost £3.50 and there is no need to book 
in advance.

For more information please contact: 
office@leweston.dorset.sch.uk



FOREST SCHOOL
PLAYGROUP
During term time we run a Forest School Playgroup for 
parents and toddlers 0 - 5 years old. These sessions take 
place every Thursday from 10.00 until 11.30 and give 
children and parents the chance to familiarise themselves 
with the school, staff and other pupils, whilst engaging in 
stimulating learning activities alongside their children in 
our beautiful Enchanted Woodland.

These sessions always take place in the woods, whatever 
the weather, so do make sure to dress appropriately. Hot 
chocolate and coffee is provided to give necessary warmth 
on cold days.

Do come and join us. For more information please contact:
office@leweston.dorset.sch.uk or join our Leweston Forest 
School Facebook Group.



FUNDING GUIDE
FUNDED CHILDCARE FOR THREE & 
FOUR YEAR OLDS
How does the funding work? 
The government will provide up to 570 hours per 
annum of standard funding for children aged 3+. They 
base this on 15 hours per week for the 38 term-time 
weeks of the year. Additionally, some working families 
will be eligible for a further 570 hours per annum (15 
hours x 38 weeks). This is what is described by the 
Government as the ‘Free 30 hours of childcare’. 

Each County Council is responsible for allocating the 
funding to the children. Ahead of the start of each term, 
we make a claim for each child and they inform us how 
much we can apply. Each term is a different length (in 
weeks) so the amount allocated reflects that.

The funding year runs from April to April. In 2019-20 the 
Council decided that it would work out as; 

Summer term – 12 weeks funding

Autumn term – 15 weeks funding

Spring term – 11 weeks funding

For children who attend the Nursery for 50 weeks a 
year, there is a choice – you can either apply a ‘termly 
stretch’ or a ‘full-year stretch’. 

Termly Stretch
The termly stretch shares the amount of funding out 
evenly over the months that your funding covers, so 
someone who received 15 hours per week of funding 
for the Autumn term would have it split out equally 
over the full period (As their child attends for more than 
15 weeks). There were 17 weeks in that term, so they 
received 13.23 hours funded per week. 

In the Spring term there were 13 weeks to stretch the 
funding over, so the 11 weeks of funding worked out as 
12.69 hours funded per week. 

In the Summer term, the Council paid funding for 
just 12 weeks – as the school terms finish in July – but 
this funding has to be split over the full period of the 
summer, so that is 20 weeks. This means that over the 
summer, the funded amount equated to just 9 hours 
funded per week. 

Although the council stipulate how much funding can 
be used in each term in this way, which makes the 
funding amount vary, it still totals to the annual 
allocation of 570 hours. 

The number of funded weeks to be used in each term is 
set by County and this varies slightly, so it is not 
possible to say very far in advance how much of the 
funding will be apportioned to each part of the year. 

For 30 hours, exactly the same principle applies, but 
doubled, and for fewer hours, you’ll just have less to 
stretch. More unique circumstances are modelled later 
in this guide, which should make it clearer. 

Full-Year Stretch
There is an option to spread your funding evenly across 
the whole year, but this involves ‘locking’ the sessions 
and funding that you will use for a whole year, split over 
2 academic years. This means that you have no scope to 
increase sessions as your child gets older or to adapt if 
circumstances change, so I have yet to find a family for 
whom this would be a good idea. 

So, that’s general funding, which applies to every 
setting in Dorset. 

Funded Childcare at Leweston
At Leweston in 2019/20 you have been able to use a 
maximum of 8 hours funding per day (38 weeks per 
year), or 4 hours per session. This means that, if you 
have been doing 3 sessions, County will have applied 
12 funded hours to you per term-time week, which we 
would then stretch over the period your child actually 
attends. If you do at least two and a half days, you’ll 
have been using the full standard allocation of 15 hours 
x 38 weeks. If you are eligible for 30 hours funding, 
you’ll have been continuing to work up in blocks of 4 
hours per session, so your child would attend four days 
or more to use their full 30 hours of funding. If they 
attend for less than that, you’d have received an 
apportioned amount. 

We do have some ‘funded only’ places available each 
year. These sessions are fully funded and run from 13.30 
– 16.30 daily and do not include any of our curriculum 
extras, or any meals or snacks. These places cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other sessions.  

Food Funding Charges
Dorset County Council apply a set rate to each 
individual Nursery for a funded hour. An hour at 
Leweston costs parents £5.50, but County fund that 
‘free’ hour at a base rate of £3.74. Ensuring that a 
maximum of 6 funded hours could be used each day 
enabled us to make up some of this loss with the paid 
hours, but extending to take 30 hours of funding and 
enabling more funding to be used in a session meant 
that we could no longer absorb this loss. 

The food funding is a charge of £1.30 per funded hour 
for food, disposables and our enhanced curriculum 
offerings, which makes up the difference between the 
rate paid to us by County and the actual cost of 
providing an hour of care. 

Our ‘free at the point of access’ places are not subject to 
this charge, as those funded-only places do not include 
any food, consumables or enhanced curriculum 
offerings. 



Applying for funding

A child born in the period Will become eligible for funding

1st April to 31st August
1st September following the child’s 3rd birthday 

(Autumn school term)

1st September to 31st December
1st January following the child’s 3rd birthday 

(Spring school term)

1st January to 31st March
1st April following the child’s 3rd birthday

 (Summer school term)

The 15 hours (for 30 weeks)/570 hours of Early Years 
Funding is universal for three and four year olds, so 
there is no need to make a formal application online for 
this. We apply on your behalf via Dorset County Council. 
You will receive a form from us in the term before your 
child turns three, asking you to confirm the sessions 
in which you’d like to make use of funding, how much 
you’re planning to use and whether you’ll be using any 
funding elsewhere (At another Nursery/childminder/
holiday club). 

It is really important to fill this in carefully so that you 
don’t over or under apply. Over applications can result 
in real challenges, as the funding from Dorset 
County Council will be stopped until your account is 
level again, so we won’t be able to make any 
deductions to your bills. 

The form is then handed back to us and the data is sent 
to County who will then confirm what you are allowed 
and tell us how much will be received. We then deduct 
the correct number of allocated hours from your bills, 
and County transfer their contribution towards that to 
us. 

Applying for 30 hours funding 
The 30 hours free childcare offer is for working families 
in England with 3 and 4 year old children. Children are 
eligible from the term following their 3rd birthday until 
they reach compulsory school age, just as per the chart 
for the 15 hours. 30 hours works in the same way – you 
have funding for up to 30 hours per week for 38 weeks 
of the year. 

In order to be eligible, parents must be working and 
each earning at least the National Minimum or National 
Living wage for 16 hours a week (£125.28 if you’re over 
25). You won’t be able to claim if either you or your 
partner has a taxable income over £100,000.

Applying for the 30 hours funding is a little more 
complicated, and it is advised that you start the 
application process around 3 months before your child 
turns 3. 

To apply and claim the funding:

•  Complete the online form and set up a childcare 
service account here; 
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/children-families/child-
care/childcare-funding/30-hours-free-childcare/how-and-
when-to-apply-for-30-hours-free-childcare.aspx

•  If you’re eligible you will get an eligibility code which 
you must give to us

•  You must reconfirm your eligibility every 3 months 
after applying (even if you haven’t started claiming your 
extra hours)

You can only claim at the start of each new term, if your 
child is eligible to claim. If you fall eligible during the 
term you will need to wait until the start of the next to 
get your extra hours. 

There are set dates by which you must have completed 
your application. If you miss these, you will miss out on 
the whole term of funding, so it is important to 
remember those dates. The same applies if you forget 
to keep reconfirming, but it is worth the hassle for the 
savings you make. 

Can I use funding on additional 
as-hoc sessions? 
No. Unfortunately the funding received is set in 
advance, so no changes can be made to a term once 
it has begun, and that includes ad-hoc sessions and 
additionals. 

When does the funding stop? 
Children are eligible for funding up to and including 
the term in which they turn five. If your child stays at 
Leweston in Reception, the funding can be deducted 
from the fees as detailed below. If your child 
transfers to a state primary school, the funding will 
be automatically applied to them. 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term Monthly free due 
for Reception Year

5th Birthday 
between 1st 

September and 31st 
December

£2044 termly fee
- £1885.50 funding

Total to pay = £158.50

£2044 termly fee
No funding to

deduct

£2044 termly fee
No funding to 

deduct
£353.87

5th Birthday 
between 1st January 

and 31st March

£2044 termly fee
- £1885.50 funding

Total to pay = £158.50

£2044 termly fee
- £1382.70 funding

Total to pay = 
£661.30

£2044 termly fee
No funding to 

deduct
£238.60

5th Birthday 
between 1st April 
and 30th August

£2044 termly fee
- £1885.50 funding

Total to pay = £158.50

£2044 termly fee
- £1382.70 funding

Total to pay = 
£661.30

£2044 termly fee
- £1508.40 funding

Total to pay = 
£535.60

£112.95

* This is based on the assumption that DCC will fund the blocks as they did for 2019/20, so with 15 weeks funded in Autumn, 11 weeks 
funded in Spring and 12 weeks funded in Summer. These figures are for example purposes only.

Who can get funding for two 
year olds?
Families with a household income below £16,190 can 
apply for 570 hours of annual funding for two year olds, 
provided that a certain set of criteria are met. You have 
to use these hours in a ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ setting, 
so we are able to receive this funding.

You can find more information about your eligibility 
and how to claim;
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/children-families/child-
care/childcare-funding/free-early-education-and-child-
care-for-2-year-olds.aspx



Examples of funding scenarios 
County are likely to allocate the amount of funding to each term in a similar way to that they have this year, so 12 
weeks for Summer, 15 for Autumn and 11 for Spring. This will mean that, unless you choose to lock your funding 
into an annual stretch (April – April) your bills will vary over the course of the year. These scenarios demonstrate 
what each funding situation would level out as, taking a full year into account. 

Child A
Child A attends Nursery for 6 sessions a week, or 3 full days. They attend term-time only, but stay until 6pm daily. 

Weekly bill with no 
funding (38 weeks)

Weekly bill with 
funding (38 weeks)

Annual 
deduction

Annual bill 
remaining to pay

Charges £171.33 £70.53 £3830.40 £2325.60

Child B
Child B attends Nursery for 6 sessions a week, or 3 full days. They attend full-time, so 50 weeks per year. 

Weekly bill with no 
funding (50 weeks)

Weekly bill with 
funding (38 weeks 
funding split over 

50)

Annual 
deduction

Annual bill 
remaining to pay

Charges £165.00 £88.39 £3830.40 £4419.60

Child C
Child C attends Nursery for 10 sessions a week, or 5 full days. They attend full-time, so 50 weeks per year. 

Weekly bill with no 
funding (50 weeks)

Weekly bill with 
funding 

Annual 
deduction

Annual bill 
remaining to pay

Charges £275 £179.24 £4788.00 £8962.00

Please note - all examples in this guide are to demonstrate how the funding is apportioned only. The amount of funding provided by County 
varies each term, so it is not possible to give exact figures for future funding. 

N.B. Leweston Nursery does not accept any responsibility if the example figures do not reflect those that appear in your bill due to the 
nature of the way in which County control the apportionment of funding. They are examples only and are to be treated as such. 

We really hope that this guide helps you to understand the way in which the funding is calculated, but as you can 
see, it is a very complicated system. The way that the funding works and is applied is based upon your individual 
circumstances, and the different ways the County apportion the funding each year. We are always very happy to 
demonstrate how the funding might work for you, based on the estimated allocations for the coming terms.

For more support and information contact Alanda Phillips, Head of Prep and Early Years Nursery Manager on 
phillipsa@leweston.dorset.sch.uk 



PROVIDING EVERY 
CHILD WITH THE BEST 
POSSIBLE START 


