
C L A S S I C S

Why Study Classics? 
First and foremost for its own sake; a study of the
Classics is particularly satisfying because it
covers an entire culture: language, literature,
history and philosophy. Seeing life from every
angle means transferable skills, research,
analysis, mastering a language and creativity to
name but a few, are highly developed. The multi-
faceted nature of Classics means it is an ideal
subject to combine with both Sciences and the
Arts, and the skills developed mean it is highly
valued and respected by universities and
employers around the world.

What do you need to study Classics? 
For Latin A level a GCSE pass (minimum grade 6)
is required in the subject. A minimum grade 6 in a
Humanities subject is required for Classical
Civilisation at A level.

Where will it take you? 
The skills gained studying Classics open up a
whole host of further education and career
opportunities. Classicists are attractive to
employers in banking and commerce, the Civil
Service and local government, the law, politics,
arts and the media. 

What will you study? 
Latin: Year 12 
You will develop your language skills through
study of prescribed verse and prose texts, such as
Cicero or Tacitus, Virgil or Ovid. By the end of the
course you will have acquired an understanding
of literary techniques and will have the
opportunity to make a personal response to the
text. You will also be required to demonstrate the
ability to translate from Latin into English.

Year 13 
You will explore Latin prose and verse through
prescribed texts, such as Tacitus, Cicero, Virgil
and Ovid, analysing and evaluating Latin
literary texts, and responding to unseen prose
and verse passages by means of comprehension
questions and components, You also have the
option to study one author in depth or the works
of two different authors. 

Classical Civilisation: Year 12
An interest in literature and art is key for Classical
Civilisation, as you study sculpture, art, poetry
and mythology. Modules range from Women in
Athens and Rome, Roman Architecture to Homer’s
Epic Poems. You will develop an analytical
approach to classical sources, and establish a
firm understanding of the Classical era. The
modules allow you to broaden and deepen your
understanding of Classical Civilisations, whilst
forming your own personal responses to the era. 

Year 13 
You will develop your skills and apply them to
topics ranging from the Augustan Era of Rome
and the Mycenaean Civilisation, to the Aeneid.
You will be able to critically evaluate classical
sources, and draw and understand links between
the central elements of the modules studied.

How will you be assessed? 
Latin - there are four written examinations at the
end of the two year course. There is no
coursework or controlled assessment. The papers
assess language and literature skills through a
mixture of translation, comprehension,
commentary and essay questions. 
Classical Civilisation - all examinations take
place at the end of the two year course. There is
no coursework or controlled assessment. The
papers assess a knowledge and understanding of
literature, visual and material culture and
classical thought.
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