
D R A M A  A N D  T H E A T R E

Why Study Drama and Theatre Studies? 
In Year 12 the course enables you to acquire a
knowledge and understanding of the language of
drama and theatre as well as to develop your
performing and analytical skills. In the second
year the course enables you to operate more
autonomously and with confidence within a
drama and theatre context.
Students completing the course successfully will
have a thorough understanding of drama and
theatre, highly toned analytical and creative
skills and an ability to communicate effectively
with others.

What do you need to study Drama and

Theatre Studies? 
You do not need to have a GCSE in Drama,
however it does give good background
knowledge. You do not have to be an actor or
have had previous technical experience. You do
need enthusiasm, commitment and an open
mind!

Where will it take you? 
Drama and Theatre is considered a subject of
great merit by universities, it is not considered a
“soft option”. Students have gone on to study
Drama at University or Drama School, but also
History, English, Psychology and other scientific
subjects. The study of theatre offers an education
to anyone committed to acquiring it. It is a
discipline that should lead to an
informed appreciation of one of the most
stimulating art forms. The skills learnt are of
benefit for life not merely university entrance.
They are also directly useful in the working
environment of the theatre.

What will you study? 
Component 1 – Theatre Workshop
You will be assessed on either acting or design.
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a devised piece using the techniques and
working methods of either an influential
theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre
company (different to that chosen for
Component 1) 
an extract from a text in a different style
chosen by you and your group. You will
complete a process and evaluation report as
part of your coursework upon completion of
the practical work. 

You will participate in the creation, development
and performance of a piece of theatre
reinterpreting an extract from a text chosen from
a list supplied by the exam board. You will learn
how to develop a piece of theatre using the
techniques and working methods of either an
influential theatre practitioner or a recognised
theatre company. For this component, you will
produce the performance itself and a creative log
that outlines your devising and reinterpretation
process. This is an internally assessed
component. 

Component 2 – Text in Action 
You will be assessed on either acting or design.
This involves participating in the creation,
development and performance of two pieces of
theatre based on a stimulus supplied by the exam
board:

1.

2.

This component is externally assessed by a
visiting examiner.

Component 3 – Text in Performance
A written exam taken at the end of Year 13. You
will study three different play texts and answer
questions within three sections. Sections A and B
include two questions, based on two of the texts,
one written pre-1956 and one written post-1956.
Section C is based on the third text, you will be
given an extract and asked how you would stage it
for a contemporary audience. 


