
E N G L I S H  L I T E R A T U R E

Competence in writing and reading and
expressing yourself effectively and
appropriately; 

Why Study English Literature? 
English Literature will ask much of you but give
much in return. The course will encourage you to
doubt your certainties, recognise your prejudices
and walk in another’s shoes. It is a journey that
will challenge your perceptions of yourself and
others. 
English Literature in the Sixth Form consists of
reading, reflection, analysis and discussion. You
will build on the skills, knowledge and
understanding acquired at GCSE. The course
offers a programme of study that will be
rewarding and enjoyable in its own right and
which forms a basis for further study at degree
level. 

What do you need to study English

Literature? 
The minimum requirements are grades 5 in
English and English Literature, but grades 6 and
above are desirable. 

Where will it take you?
English is considered rigorous and demanding of
a student’s self-discipline, study habits and
intelligence so the subject is well respected. It
combines happily with most other subjects, Arts,
Sciences or Humanities. There is a wide range of
careers for which English is relevant; for example,
journalism, publishing and media but the English
skills of communication and interpretation can be
applied to many others, such as law,
management, marketing, advertising, public
relations and medicine. 

What will you study and how will you be

assessed?
The course aims to develop four key areas: 
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Criticism: being able to apply ideas and to
read analytically, with insight; 
Connection: to be able to draw effective
comparisons within and between texts; 
Context: to understand how the background
to a text and the experience of its author and
the situation of the reader are part of the
experience of literature 

The A Level course has four components, three of
which are assessed at the end of the course. It
aims to develop your critical skills to a high level,
while engaging your enthusiasm and imagination
as you explore a diverse range of texts from
various literary periods and genres. All the
examinations are ‘open book’ which allows you to
take a clean copy of your set text into the
examinations.

Component One: Drama - Two plays are studied
in detail: a play by Shakespeare and a modern
classic.

Component Two: Poetry - Two collections are
studied in detail: Poems of the Decade from the
contemporary anthology, the Forward Book of
Poetry and one collection from a choice of pre-
twentieth century poets and movements.

Component Three: Prose - Two novels will be
studied comparatively in relation to a theme. For
example, ‘Science and Society’ or ‘The
Supernatural’. 

Component Four: Coursework essay - This
consists of an internally marked and externally
moderated comparative essay. The deadline is
before the Easter holiday of Year 13. You will be
involved in devising your own title for the essay
which must compare the work of two authors and
show good background knowledge. This
component includes some taught content but is
an exciting opportunity for you to follow your
own literary interests in a guided and supported
context. 



E N G L I S H  L I T E R A T U R E ( c o n t . )

The two- year course allows you to develop
increasingly mature critical skills and to approach
the examinations with a solid and confident
knowledge of your set texts and their contexts.
You will also gain important opportunities to
experience Literature outside of the classroom.
Trips and visits to performances, poetry readings
and conferences form an integral part of the
course.

Above all the study of literature is an enjoyable
and inspiring experience. Important skills are
gained and developed through exposure to some
of the most beautiful, striking and thought-
provoking writing in the English language, which
will fire your enthusiasm and broaden your
awareness. 


