
G E O G R A P H Y

Why Study Geography? 
“The study of geography is about more than just
memorizing places on a map. It’s about
understanding the complexity of our world,
appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists
across continents. And in the end, it’s about using
all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring
people together.”  Barack Obama
Geography combines well with both arts and
science subjects. It is a broad based subject that
really fits well with many subject combinations. 
 It is an exciting, interesting and relevant subject
– issues such as migration, climate change, and
natural hazards are all important to the future of
our world.

What do you need to study Geography? 
Most importantly, you require an interest in the
world around you and an enthusiasm to learn
more.  There is no minimum requirement at GCSE,
although a grade 5 or above in Geography,
English and Maths is desirable.  
Geography requires a wide spectrum of skills
including:  researching and consolidating
information from a variety of sources; using
knowledge and understanding to write a coherent
argument based on evidence;  analysing data and
text to find trends and anomalies, as well as being
able to manipulate simple statistical formulae
and apply practical fieldwork skills.

Where will it take you?
Geography is highly valued by universities as an A
Level choice. The Russell Group report, published
in 2011, names geography as one of the eight
facilitating subjects. This is a subject most likely
to be required or preferred for entry to degree
courses and choosing facilitating subjects will
keep more options open to you at university. 
 Geographers are highly employable across a wide
range of areas, from Law, to business, to
engineering, to teaching. It will not limit your
future options.
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What will you study?
We follow the AQA specification.   It is a linear
course, which means you will take all your exams
for Geography at the end of Year 13.  The course
also includes a 20% non-examined assessment
(NEA) – a personal investigation based on primary
data.  The course is divided into 3 parts:
Paper 1 – Physical Geography – Water and Carbon
Cycles, Hazards, Coastal Landscapes and
Processes (40%)
Paper 2 – Human Geography – Changing Places,
Global Governance and Global Systems and
Contemporary Urban Environments (40%)
Paper 3 – Geographical Fieldwork Investigation
(NEA), based on primary data collection (20%).

Fieldwork
Fieldwork is a vital part of Geography, helping
bring the subject to life and is a compulsory part
of the course.  Over the two years four days must
be spent on fieldwork.  We will undertake both
local fieldwork (coastal, rivers or urban) and a
three day residential course at a field study
centre, learning techniques in preparation for the
personal investigation.  As well as this
compulsory element there is currently also an
optional trip to Iceland offered to Year 13
Geographers in October half term.

How will you be assessed?
Two written papers of two and a half hours (40%
each.)  One NEA of approximately 4000 words
(worth 20%)


