
H I S T O R Y

Why Study History? 
History provides us with an opportunity to
understand ourselves and how the world has
come to be as it is. An understanding of History is
essential for the development of informed
citizenship and develops a sceptical, informed
and independent judgement. Those who have
studied History in some depth will be harder to
fool, patronise or manipulate. History also
provides a fund of entertaining stories that would
be too strange and outlandish to be included in a
work of fiction.

What do you need to study History? 
Although a good grade in GCSE history is helpful,
it is not essential. A willingness to engage with
challenging new ideas and concepts is more
important.

Where will it take you?
The short answer is wherever you want to go.
History provides a gymnasium for the intellect
and can help prepare you for a very wide range of
careers, including the law, business, advertising,
politics, the Civil Service and the media.

What will you study?
Britain 1930–1997 (25% of total marks). With
special emphasis on the career of Winston
Churchill, this will include Churchill’s time “in the
wilderness” in the period 1929-39, his opposition
to Appeasement and his attitudes to the
abdication crisis and to the Empire. Churchill’s
role as war leader and his impact on diplomacy is
studied, including the “Iron Curtain” speech and
his role in the start of the Cold War. You will
explore Conservative political dominance from
1951 to 1964, their loss of power in the wake of
scandals, Labour and Conservative rivalry, 
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reforms and crisis up to 1979 and the triumph of
Margaret Thatcher. International relations and war,
including Suez, The Falklands and the First Gulf
War.

The USA in the 19th Century 1803 - c.1890 (15%
of total marks). You will study a range of factors
driving westward expansion: exploration, the
Mormons and the ideology of ‘manifest destiny.’
Consider the nature and diversity of Native
American society, their defeat and the attempts by
the US government to end their way of life.
You will go onto the Civil War studying the main
differences between North and South, the events
and factors that led to war and the reasons for
Union victory. This involves consideration of
factors including the political and military
leadership, Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation,
the organisation of each side’s war efforts, the
availability of resources and the attitudes of
foreign powers. 

Popular Culture and the Witch Craze in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (40% of
total marks). The background to the craze will be
explored, including the significance of ritual, role of
pageants and the festivals of misrule, public
humiliation, moral regulation; the role of magic in
society; challenges to popular culture, religious
change, political change, economic change, climate
change, religious upheaval and social control.
Areas for investigation include: the geography of
the Witch Craze in Europe and North America,
regional variations, towns, countryside, religious
variations, gender, age, social and employment
composition of those prosecuted for witchcraft.
The main case studies are: Southern Germany
c1590–1630, Hopkins and the English witch hunt of
1645–1647 and the Salem witch trials of 1692 in
America.



H I S T O R Y ( c o n t . )
An independently researched essay of 3000–
4000 words (20% of total marks). This can be on
a topic of your choosing and allows you in effect
to write one fifth of the syllabus for yourself.
Alternatively, you may choose from a range of
topics provided by the History Department. These
could include: reasons for the success of the
Spanish and Portuguese in building overseas
Empires and their impact on the civilisations in
their paths, such as the Incas and the Aztecs; the
ascendancy of Venice; the decline of the Chinese
Manchu Dynasty and the rise of the Communists;
the Impact of the Suffragettes and the Jazz Age in
the USA.

How will you be assessed?
Essay writing remains crucial to assessment in
History. However, the ability to evaluate original
source material as well as the often conflicting
views of historians is also important.


