
M O D E R N  F O R E I G N  L A N G U A G E S

Why Study a Modern Foreign Language?
Competence in a foreign language is a useful
social skill and learning a language is an end in
itself; it can help you to understand your own
language and it offers the possibility to learn
more than one foreign language with ease. To
take advantage of the opportunities in today’s
global job market, young people need to wake up
to the need for language skills. Languages are of
clear commercial benefit. They enhance other
skills in the field of communication; they are of
huge cultural importance and create
opportunities for individuals who speak them.

French
French is the second most frequently taught
language in the world after English. The
International Organization of Francophonie has
51 member states and governments. Of these, 28
countries have French as an official language.
French, along with English, is the official working
language of the United Nations, UNESCO and
NATO.

Spanish
Around 400 million speakers use Spanish as their
first language. It’s the third most commonly
spoken language in the world (after Mandarin and
English) and, according to some counts, has more
native speakers than English does; in the USA
around 34 million speak Spanish as their first
language. It is an official language on four
continents and is of historical importance
elsewhere. 

What do you need to study a Modern

Foreign Language? 
You will need a high grade at GCSE if you choose
to continue with French, or Spanish, to A level, as
you will be building on the skills you have already
developed. 
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As part of the MFL programme, you will spend time
talking to native speakers and have the opportunity
to spend time immersed in the language of your
choice on study visits, promoted and recommended
by the department.

Where will it take you?
Many universities offer languages combined with a
variety of subjects alongside their traditional
courses. Most courses include a year in a country
where the language is spoken, you can attend a 
 foreign university or get valuable work experience.
Many employers increasingly value linguistic skills
and, besides usefulness, learning a language can be
both stimulating and fun.

What will you study?
You will develop four linguistic skills: reading,
writing, listening and speaking. You will study
contemporary material drawn from newspapers,
television, films and the Internet. Topics include
the environment, communication and technology,
the media and many aspects of culture and society

We actively encourage study visits abroad which
combine learning and skills building with a total
immersion in the chosen country and language.
These visits allow you to attend lessons and stay
with families. Visits to France are offered on their
own or in combination with other academic
subjects. 

How will you be assessed?
The current syllabus is very flexible. The
examination tests the four skills. You may choose
your own topics for the oral exams. There is no
written coursework. You will study one work of
literature and one film in your language in addition
to a wide range of topics on contemporary issues
affecting Spanish/French speaking countries. The
course provides a wide range of online resources
accessible at school or home. These resources allow
independent learning and self evaluation.


