
P H Y S I C S

provide a relevant and interesting physics
course for post-16 students
allow smooth progression from previous GCSE
studies of Physics
highlight the links between Physics and other
sciences and how the subject underpins
important technologies.

Why Study Physics?
Physics is crucial to understanding the world
around us. It challenges our imaginations with
concepts like relativity and string theory, and
leads to great discoveries, like computers and
lasers, that lead to technologies which change
our lives—from healing joints, to curing cancer
and developing sustainable energy solutions.
Physics encompasses the study of the universe
from the largest galaxies to the smallest
subatomic particles.
Moreover, it’s the basis of many other sciences,
including chemistry, oceanography, seismology,
and astronomy (and can be applied to biology or
medical science).
Physics asks and answers questions covering the
whole range from the sub-atomically tiny to the
mind bogglingly big!
The new course is designed to:-

What do you need to study Physics? 
You need to be curious about the way things work
and to have the ability to understand and apply
the underlying principles to further investigation.
You need practical dexterity, good powers of
observation and accuracy in recording results.
You will need to have obtained a good grade at
GCSE in Combined Science and in Mathematics.
You do not have to be studying GCSE Physics.
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Measurements and their errors
Particles and radiation
Waves
Mechanics and energy
Electricity
Further mechanics and thermal physics
Fields
Nuclear physics

Where will it take you?
Anywhere you want to go! A Level Physics is not
just for those who want to do Physics or
Engineering degrees. It is useful for those wishing
for careers in Medicine, Veterinary Science,
industry, banking and the city, architecture, the
environment and teaching amongst many others.
Physics combines well with Mathematics as well
as with the other sciences however, it may also be
studied in combination with subjects such as
Geography, Economics and Music. 

What will you study?
The course is a linear one with examinations at
the end Year 13.
Three two hour papers based on the following:

Plus one topic option from: Astrophysics, Medical
Physics, Engineering, Physics, Turning Points in
Physics, Electronics.

How will you be assessed?
Examinations will be set in June of each year.
Practical work forms an important part of any
science course and you will be given plenty of
opportunities to develop your practical skills.
Assessment of practical skills will take place in a
data analysis section of Paper 3. Pupils will also
be expected to submit a portfolio of 12 practicals
carried out during the course.


