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Religious Studies 
Philosophy of Religion
Religion and Ethics
New Testament Studies

Why Study Ethics and Philosophy of

Religion?
Ethics and Philosophy of Religion challenges you
to consider the basic questions of our existence:
Who am I? What is the purpose of life? Is there
anything beyond?
As such it goes far deeper than a school subject
and helps to prepare you for life in general.

What do you need to study Ethics and

Philosophy of Religion?
It is not necessary to have studied, or have gained
a grade at GCSE Religious Studies to study at A
Level. What is required is an ability to challenge
accepted theories, to think independently and to
present information and ideas in a logical and
coherent manner.

Where will it take you?
A Level Religious Studies: Ethics and Philosophy
of Religion can lead directly on to further study at
university, in the areas of Theology or
Philosophy; as a fully academic subject it is
recognised as a complementary discipline to
many degree courses in both the arts and
sciences. Knowledge of religious, moral and
philosophical issues is a great benefit in a wide
range of careers and professions.

What will you study?

All of the components are assessed through an
externally examined paper in June.
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Religious Studies encourages you to develop an
appreciation of religious thought and its
contribution to individuals, communities and
societies. The qualification does this through an
enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the
study of religion.

Religious Studies helps develop a holistic
understanding of religion – the specification
facilitates enquiry into, and develops insightful
evaluations of, ultimate questions about the
purposes and commitments of human life,
especially as expressed in philosophy, ethics and
religion.

Philosophical issues and questions such as
arguments for and against the existence of God,
the nature and influence of religious experience,
problems of evil and suffering, philosophical
language, works of scholars, influences of
developments in religious belief.
A study of three ethical theories, application of
ethical theories to issues of importance such as
the environment, medical ethics, war and peace,
equality, ethical language, Deontology, Virtue
Ethics and the relationship between religion and
morality.

Social, historical and religious context of the New
Testament; Texts and interpretation of the Person
of Jesus; Interpreting the text and issues of
relationship, purpose and authorship; Ways of
interpreting the scripture; Texts and
interpretation: the Kingdom of God, conflict, the
death and resurrection of Jesus; Scientific and
historical-critical challenges, ethical living and
the works of scholars.


