Pre-A Level Programme

Our Pre-A Level Programme is a one year bespoke course for international
students interested in studying in the UK, immersing themselves in British
culture and gaining the skills to progress to a top university.
Designed to prepare students academically, linguistically and socially for the Sixth Form the course
can also provide a stand-alone option for those who wish to spend a year at Leweston whilst gaining
GCSE and EAL qualifications.

What will you study?
The programme offers 20-30 hours of lessons per week. Additional timetabled and supervised study
periods help students to make excellent progress. Lessons are taught in English with the majority of
classes taken alongside UK students. Each student’s timetable is designed on arrival according to a
number of criteria including: previous knowledge, aptitude, career plans, home country requirements
and personal preferences.
The programme runs throughout Year 11, the second half of the two-year GCSE course in the UK. Existing
students will be studying to take examinations in nine subjects. International pupils joining at this stage
cannot expect to take the full range of subjects in half the time so the programme is designed to take
some subjects to an external examination (IGCSE or GCSE) whilst others are non-examined. Students can
also study for EAL qualifications. Students will typically take GCSEs in Maths and English as a Second
Language as well as one in their native language, the GCSE science exam may be available depending on
previous experience and aptitude. It may also be possible for students to study for Level 1 or 2 Extended
Project Qualification (EPQ) during the summer term.

Core Subjects

Optional Subjects

Students will be introduced to the core subjects in
the GCSE curriculum and must take the following
subjects.
Maths
English
Science
Religious Studies

Students can choose four subjects from the
following:
Classical Civilisation
Computer Science
French or Spanish
Geography
History
Latin
Music

Students will also be able to enhance their creative and reflective skills in weekly Art, Drama, Food
Technology and Cultural Studies sessions. They will also take part in the regular programme of sport
and physical education.

EAL (English as an Additional Language)
The study of English Language will constitute a significant number of the classes in the Pre-A Level
programme. For most pupils improving their English is one of the main aims in coming to the school.
The EAL course is divided into three main areas: core, IGCSE and lessons preparing for the Cambridge
suite of examinations. You will be placed into a set for each subject according to your language level.
You will improve your English far more quickly by studying the language whilst immersed in the culture
and language environment. The teachers are specialists with a great deal of experience and will be able
to help you improve on any areas of weakness quickly and effectively.

Life at Leweston
An important part of the Pre A-level programme is helping our international students prepare and adjust
to life in the UK. As students immerse themselves in the life of the school they are introduced to British
language, culture and heritage.

Boarding
Leweston has four Boarding Houses located within the main school building. This ensures full integration
between day and boarding pupils. There is also no need for boarders to travel around or off campus to
return to House. Students joining the Pre-A Level programme will have single or double study bedrooms
in Eleanor (girls) or Antony (boys) House.
With a strong emphasis on community the boarding houses provide a warm and welcoming second
home. Our aim is to create a relaxed, family atmosphere where boarders feel happy, secure and
comfortable.

Clubs and Activities
Students at Leweston are encouraged to try everything and this inclusive approach extends to the
comprehensive lunchtime and after-school activities programme. Additional music, drama and sports
practices are scheduled throughout the week.
At weekends there is a busy fixture programme as well as cultural or leisure trips and onsite games and
activities. In addition, Houseparents organise a number of spontaneous events such as rambles and film
parties. Day pupils are invited to participate in the weekend programme and often join their boarding
friends on trips and in-school activities.

Academic and Pastoral Support
Each House has its own Houseparent who plays a crucial role in students' care and is a central figure in
their lives. In school every student is closely supervised by a dedicated and experienced tutor who will
meet them every day. Every boarder also has a boarding tutor who meets once a week to provide
additional pastoral and academic support.

Director of International Students
Leweston has a dedicated Director of International Students, Miss Quick, who leads the EAL Department
as well as the Pre-A Level Programme. Miss Quick acts as an additional tutor for overseas students
providing one to one pastoral and academic support. She also works closely with the Boarding team to
support students in the houses.

Progressing to A Levels
Leweston has welcomed international pupils onto its Sixth Form courses for decades. The Pre-A level
programme is designed to give students with ambitions to join top ranking universities the best possible
start. Changing educational systems can bring challenges to new pupils and the additional three terms
spent in the Pre-A Level Programme can increase a student’s readiness for the academic demands of
Sixth Form. It also gives them time to decide on the best options for their Sixth Form course of study and
participate in induction and preparation events, supporting the best possible results in their A Level
studies. For some students it may be possible to join Year 12 classes during this year in order to prepare
their future course of study.

Sixth Form Courses at Leweston
Biology
Business (BTEC)
Classics
Chemistry
Computer Science
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Literature
Fashion and Textile Design
Fine Art
Further Mathematics

Geography
History
Mathematics
Modern Languages
Music
Photography
Physics
Psychology
Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics)
Sport (BTEC)
3D Design

The Admissions Process
Our Registrar, Mrs Smith, is available to support pupils and their families through the admissions
process. All applicants are offered an optional online introductory meeting with the Headmaster, Mr
Paget-Tomlinson or Mrs Simkins-Smith, Director of Boarding, to learn more about the school. They are,
of course, welcome to visit.
The application process will require online tests in Maths and English as well as an interview with the
Director of International Students, this can be arranged online if necessary. We will also request a report
from the applicant's current school and are happy to liaise with the school about the applicant's planned
academic programme if required.
For more information about the Pre-A Level programme or to make an application please contact
Mrs Smith on +44 1963 211015 or admissions@leweston.dorset.sch.uk

