
 

Financial Assistance 2022-2023

What is a Bursary?
 

Every year Leweston offers financial support to children whose families cannot otherwise afford
a place. These bursaries are awarded at the discretion of the Bursary Committee based on an

agreed formula and criteria. 
 

All enquiries and applications are handled in confidence. Your details will only be known by the
small team that process and assess your application. Bursary awards are kept confidential

throughout a child’s time with us and families who receive an award are expected to maintain
the same levels of confidentiality. Any breach of confidentiality may result in the loss of any

Bursary awarded.
 

If your child can benefit from and contribute to our school but you need support to
attend please speak to us.

Call 01963 211015 or email admissions@leweston.dorset.sch.uk.



What is the typical value of a Bursary?

All fee awards are means-tested. Bursaries can take
many forms but are typically worth between 10-
20% of the current day fees, this can rise to as much
as 40% but only in exceptional circumstances.

Our assessment of how much help you need will
take into consideration all your financial
circumstances. As well as income and savings, we
will also consider assets, including the family
home, second properties and your outgoings.

What if I need more help?

If you need assistance beyond which the school can
provide, the Educational Grants Advice Service may
be able to help: 01932 865619 9am-11am, Monday
to Friday or www.educational-grants.org

At what age can children apply?

Bursaries are only available to pupils entering the
Senior School or Sixth Form. If your child is not yet
old enough to apply, you may wish to register an
early interest and we will be in touch at a future
date.

Do I have to reapply every year?

All awards will be subject to annual review and
each year parents are required to sign a declaration
confirming their circumstances have not changed.
The school reserves the right to request full
financial disclosure if it believes that there is a need
to review the award.

If your financial circumstances change during the
course of the academic year you must tell us as
soon as possible. Failure to do so could result in
your award being withdrawn. If your income or
assets increase significantly, we may need to
reduce the level of assistance we offer, or withdraw
it altogether. We have limited funds available and it
is important that they reach those most in need.

Scholarships
Leweston offers scholarships to pupils
joining the School in Years 7, 9 and 12.

Scholarships are not means tested and the
awards given represent the honour rather
than a significant monetary value.
Scholarship candidates who require
additional financial support can make
bursary applications but applications must
be made in full prior to the scholarship day
so that any offer made considers both
awards.

Successful scholars will receive priority
in the allocation of bursaries but, depending
on the requirement for assistance in any one
year, it is not always possible to provide
financial support to all scholars, even if their
family’s financial circumstances justify it.

What sort of pupils are successful?
Pupils likely to be successful at application will
have a strong academic record and are likely to
have other interests and talents, such as (but not
exclusively) sport, music or drama, which will help
them make the most of the opportunities at
Leweston.

Many are attending an independent school for the
first time and we are experienced at helping pupils
and their families settle quickly into our
community. The majority of our awards are for day
pupils and for that reason a large number are made
to pupils from the surrounding area.

Can existing pupils apply?

Where we can, we will consider cases of sudden,
unforeseen need from current pupils at any time of
the year. Parents or guardians whose financial
circumstances suddenly change may apply to the
Bursar. You should contact the Bursar’s PA on
hamnetts@leweston.dorset.sch.uk explaining
your situation. Such awards are subject to the
availability of funding and cannot be guaranteed. In
addition a pupil’s progress, attitude and behaviour
at the school will be taken into account.



The Application Process

If you think you may need fee assistance please tell us
when you enquire. Every year we receive more
applications than we are able to grant. We can give
you personal advice and answer any questions that
you might have.

Stage One: Get in Touch

Stage Two: Visit

Stage Three: Apply

Stage Four: Evaluation

Stage Five: Offer

All prospective families are invited to visit us
informally so that you can meet staff and pupils, as
well as tour the school. 

It’s important that you have all the information you
need so please ask any questions you have, and
return for another visit if necessary. We can also
arrange for you to meet specific members of staff,
particularly the Bursar, who can help with any areas
you wish to discuss.

Fill in our Registration Form and a Bursary Application
Form to enter the application process.

It’s important that we receive these forms together. If
you cannot submit both forms at the same time, you
must let us know you wish to apply for fee assistance
when you submit your Registration Form.

We will check your application and ask for any further
details or supporting evidence we need.

All applications are considered by our Bursary
Committee which consists of the Heads, Bursar and
members of the Governing Body. The Bursary
Committee is responsible for the management and
co-ordination of the application process.

In some cases it may be necessary to arrange a home
visit by either a school representative or an outside
agency to help assess the appropriate level of
support. 

The Bursary Committee typically meets in November,
January and May to consider applications.

Once your application has been considered and your
child has been through the appropriate assessment
process or taster we will contact you. If we offer a
place, details of any bursary award will be included. 

You will be sent a copy of our Bursary Conditions of
Award and asked to formally accept the bursary
offered. 



How we make the decision
In every application there are two separate
decisions the school needs to make. Firstly,
whether your child will be offered a place at the
school and secondly, whether the school will offer
help with fees and the value that support will take.

The offer of a place
Every child joining Leweston takes part in either an
Assessment Day or individual Taster before being
offered a place. They will also sit school
assessment tests and meet staff.

The aim of the admissions process is to identify
potential. Leweston looks to admit pupils who will
benefit from our balanced and well-rounded
education and make a positive contribution
towards the life of the school. Bursary funds are
limited and, all things being equal, priority will be
given to those likely to gain most from our
provision. Each pupil to whom support is offered
must, in the opinion of the Bursary Committee, be
likely to make sound academic progress and have
the potential to develop, as well as benefit from
participation in the wider, extra-curricular activities
on offer. We will also look at what previous school
reports say about your child’s behaviour.

The offer of help with fees
If we make an offer of financial support, how much
we offer depends on the extent of your family’s
need. It does not depend on, and is not affected by,
your child’s academic or other performance. The
following questions are typically considered when
deciding on the level of award:

Does your family have the ability to improve its
financial position?
For example, where there are two partners, we
would expect both to be working in paid
employment unless one is prevented from doing so
through illness, or because one partner needs to
care for very young children or other dependants.

Could you use funds that you already have?
If you have significant savings or investments, or
have a lot of equity in your house, we would expect
you to use this before we provide support.

Is your family’s joint income level below £70,000
(gross)?

Where parents are separated, what contribution
is made by the parent who does not have
custody?

Do you have other sources of household income
or family members who contribute to household
costs?
We may need to take this into account.

Are you paying fees to other schools or
universities?
Our level of support will need to take this into
account. The School expects bursarial support to
be shared equitably between schools.

Frequent or expensive holidays
New or luxury cars
Investment in significant home
improvements
A second property

We would be extremely unlikely to grant a
bursary if your family has:

Your child has brothers or sisters already at
Leweston
There are specific social problems with your
current schooling (for example, your child is
being bullied).
A parent is terminally ill or is unable to work
due to poor health.
Parents are separating or have recently
separated and a bursary can help provide
continuity

Other factors

We recognise that your family’s full circumstances
need to be taken into account when we assess your
application. It’s important you tell us if any of
these, or similar facts, apply to you:
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